
CC
itizens rallied together in
diverse local organizations
to protect one of

Pasadena’s beloved natural trea-
sures, submitting extensive written
comments on the Arroyo Seco
Master Plan (ASMP) and Draft
Master Environmental Impact
Report (DMEIR) to City of
Pasadena (City) Associate
Planner, Joshua Hart, on
September 16, 2002.

The ASMP and DMEIR, released
on May 16, 2002, inspired an
unprecedented outpouring of pub-
lic participation and comment.
Numerous organizations submit-
ted detailed position papers to the
City, including the WPRA, the Coalition for the Protection of the
Arroyo Seco (CPAS), the Arroyo Seco Foundation, the Pasadena
Group – Sierra Club and the Pasadena Audubon Society.

Hard-hitting and detailed com-
ments document the concerns
of people and organizations
who love the Arroyo. Together
they all demonstrate consistent
support for a more natural
approach to Arroyo planning
that emphasizes stream restora-
tion and the enhancement of
the natural resources and his-
torical trails and artifacts which
adorn this great natural trea-
sure. Citizens are urging City
officials to not certify the
DMEIR until substantial
changes have been made to the
ASMP and an adequate EIR
has been prepared.

Stakeholders Join Forces to
Create CPAS

WPRA Board members were
instrumental in bringing

together representatives from many
neighborhood associations and com-
munity organizations, who pooled
skills and resources by forming CPAS
to: 1) prepare a comprehensive docu-
ment analyzing the ASMP and ques-
tioning the adequacy of the DMEIR,
2) formulate a strategy for media rela-
tions, and 3) develop advocacy
efforts to inform City Council
Members, Staff and Commission
Members about the Arroyo. The pri-
mary goal of CPAS, a coalition of
Arroyo Seco stakeholders, is to
"restore, preserve and protect the
Arroyo Seco for future generations".
This includes all three areas of the
Arroyo Seco: Hahamongna

Watershed Park, Central Arroyo and
Lower Arroyo.

Starting in June, meetings were held in local homes, many over-
looking different areas of the Arroyo Seco, which brought togeth-
er representatives from Altadena Equestrian Resources, the
Arroyo Seco Foundation, Arroyo Terrace Neighborhood
Association, Continental Townhomes Homeowners Association,
East Arroyo Residents’ Association, Equestrian Trails, Inc,
Florecita Farm Association of Neighbors, Hahamongna
Watchdog Group, La Cañada Trails Council, Lincoln-Howard-
Arroyo-Freeway Association, Linda Vista/Annandale
Association, Pasadena Audubon Society, Pasadena Beautiful,
Pasadena Heritage, Pasadena Group – Sierra Club, People for the
Arroyo, Putney Area Neighbors , Rose Bowl Riders, Singer Park
Neighborhood Association, Washington Square Neighborhood
Association, West Pasadena Residents’ Association and Windsor-
Arroyo Neighborhood Association.

The masterful 170 page CPAS document prepared by the group
and submitted under the entreaty "Keep the Arroyo Natural",
included 115 pages of questions and comments formally chal-
lenging the adequacy of the ASMP and DMEIR under California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Members
describe an overriding problem of the ASMP:  it supports a City
goal of developing revenue sources, in direct conflict with the
Arroyo Seco Public Lands ordinance, rather than reflecting citi-
zens’ desires to protect and preserve the
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PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVES
PASADENA’S 2000 – 2005 HOUSING ELEMENT AND 

RECOMMENDS CHANGES IN FUTURE PLANNING PROCESS
By Diana Peterson-More

AAt its September 25 meeting, the
Pasadena Planning Commission
recommended the City Council

adopt the City’s 2000 – 2005 Housing
Element. The plan will now go to the
City Council for adoption and imple-
mentation. The Housing Element
demonstrates how the City can provide
for its regional share of housing during
the 2000 – 2005 time frame, including
affordable housing. Although unani-
mously approved, the Planning
Commission questioned the  State
process that allocates housing units
among cities. The discussion proved
timely since planning for the next five-
year cycle begins in October. Also, the
City’s newly-constituted Housing
Affordability Task Force will, in October,
be grappling with how Pasadena can influ-
ence other cities in our area to provide
affordable housing in their communities,
too. 

What is The City’s Housing Element?

The Housing Element is a five-year plan
that identifies policies, programs and objec-
tives that focus on all of the following: 1)
conserving and improving existing afford-
able housing; 2) providing adequate hous-
ing sites; 3) assisting in the development of
affordable housing; 4) removing govern-
mental and other constraints to the hous-
ing development; and, 5) promoting equal
housing opportunities for all segments of
Pasadena’s population. In preparing the
Housing Element, the City relied heavily
on 1990 and 2000 census data. The City
also monitors legislation affecting the plan,
and for this five-year Housing Element, the
Housing Element incorporates recent
changes concerning the development,
maintenance and improvement of housing
for persons with disabilities. 

Relationship of The City’s Housing
Element to Other General Plan Elements

The Housing Element is one portion of the
City’s General Plan, however, it is the only
General Plan element that requires inde-
pendent State approval. In addition to the
Housing Element, Pasadena’s General plan
includes land use; mobility; housing; open
space/ conservation/scenic/highways/ener-
gy (combined); public facilities;
cultural/recreational/ historical (com-
bined); noise; and, safety. The Housing

Element does not propose noteworthy
changes to any element of the City’s adopt-
ed General Plan, nor does the revised
General Plan and the Land Use Element
propose changes that would reduce the
City’s site inventory. Over time, should it
become apparent to the City that changes
in the City’s General Plan need to be made
to ensure internal consistency, the City will
make recommendations to the Planning
Commission and to the City Council. 

Public Involvement 

The City formed the "Housing 2000" com-
mittee to discuss goals, policies and pro-
grams for the Housing Element. A series of
workshops were held, and attended by
interested groups, such as housing and
senior advocacy groups, realty and develop-
er stakeholders, service providers and
financial institutions. The final product
reflects the conclusions of the Housing
2000 workshops. 

Housing Needs, Plans and Programs

The City looked at population trends, age
characteristics, race and ethnicity, employ-
ment in and around the City, education
levels, occupation and wage levels of
Pasadena residents, and household income,
among others. Pasadena also categorized
the existing assisted housing inventory and
studied potential housing constraints.
Among other things, potential constraints
include: land use control, specific plan
caps, residential development standards,
historic preservation, and fees and exac-
tions.   After studying all of these data, and
through an iterative process with the State,
Southern California Association of

Governments (SCAG) determined that
the City’s regional share of housing units
should be 1777, including 26% very-low
income, 16% to low income, and 19% to
moderate income households and 39%
to upper income households. (These
household income categories are deter-
mined by a percentage of the
Countywide household income aver-
ages; the share allocated to Pasadena is
based on Pasadena’s existing income dis-
tribution.) 

The City developed a detailed plan as to
how the goals could be met. Broadly
speaking, the goals and policies include:
1) Housing and Neighborhood

Conservation; 2) Residential Sites and
Housing Production; and, 3) Housing
Assistance and Special Needs. Fourteen
programs are enumerated and detailed
objectives are found in each program,
including numeric targets and time frames.
Among the fourteen programs are such
things as code enforcement and housing
inspection, neighborhood improvement
and historic preservation, affordable hous-
ing incentives and homebuyers assistance
programs, rental assistance and preserva-
tion of affordable housing. 

Process Improvements Urged in
Allocation Formulas 

All Planning Commissioners agreed with
the City’s goals, policies, programs, objec-
tives, including the specific numbers of
units allocated among the affordability cat-
egories and time frames. And, an amend-
ment was proposed and passed that would
encourage preservation of existing afford-
able housing stock. What baffled
Commissioners was the State process that
assigned no or very little housing growth to
certain communities, which has the effect
of Housing Elements that include no or
very little affordable housing. Yet, if, as one
Planning Commissioner suggested, one
were to expand beyond the census data and
look at the workers and service providers
that are employed in a city such as San
Marino, a case can be made that that City
should provide very-low, low and moderate
income housing.      

The City indicated that the State legisla-
ture is ultimately responsible for changing
the process.

Continued to page 6
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II
n July, the Worldwide Church
of God announced its selec-
tion of SheaHomes to serve as

the Church’s developer for the
former Ambassador College prop-
erty.  The Church announced in
August that it is seeking public
input concerning the future
development of the Ambassador
property. Church officials have
described their outreach cam-
paign as a "listening phase."  

This Fall, the Church and
SheaHomes will host a series of
community meetings to gather
West Pasadena residents’ input as
part of the Church’s "listening
phase."  The first community meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
October 30th.  In the meantime, if you want to receive e-mail
updates regarding the Ambassador Project, please send your e-mail
address to vince.farhat@wpra.net. 

Church Selects New Development Team

In April 2002, Legacy Partners abandoned its plans to buy the for-
mer Ambassador College campus and convert it into a 1,700-unit
housing development.  As reported in the Summer issue of the
WPRA Newsletter, the Worldwide Church of God ("Church") sub-
mitted its own application on June 12 requesting permission from
the City to develop up to 1,942 new residential units.  (To learn
why Legacy withdrew from the project, please read the article in
the Summer issue of the WPRA newsletter by visiting
http://www.wpra.net/sum_02wpra.pdf.)

On July 24, the Church announced its selection of SheaHomes to
serve as the "master developer consultant" for the Church’s pro-
posed development of the former Ambassador College property.
SheaHomes is a national home builder based in Brea, California.
Unlike Legacy Partners, SheaHomes will not purchase the
Ambassador property from the Church.  Instead, according to
Church officials, the Church intends to develop the property itself,
with SheaHomes serving as the Church’s development consultant.
(For more information about SheaHomes, please visit their website
at http://www.sheahomes.com/home_set.html.)

On October 2, the Church announced its selection of two archi-
tectural firms, Van Tilburg, Banvard & Soderbergh and EDAW,
Inc., to serve as the master design architects for the Ambassador
Project.  Architects Steven Kellenberg with EDAW and Johannes
Van Tilburg will be the principal planners.  Both architectural firms
are known for their work in Southern California.  For example, Van
Tilburg planned Pasadena’s "Alexan City Place," the high-density
residential project on the site of the former Peppermill Restaurant
on Walnut.

According to Church officials, Van Tilburg and EDAW will work
with the Church and SheaHomes to develop master plan design

guidelines for the former
Ambassador College property that
will govern all subsequent develop-
ment.  Although the architects are
in the very early stages of their work,
Steven Kellenberg said that EDAW
will take a "contextural" approach to
designing the Ambassador Project.
Van Tilburg described Ambassador’s
West Campus as the "Garden
District" and the East Campus as the
"Delacy District."

Church Launches "Listening
Phase" To Gather Community
Input; Gets "Earful" From

Neighborhood Groups

As reported in the Pasadena Star-News, the Church announced in
August that it is seeking public input concerning the future devel-
opment of the Ambassador College property. Church officials have
described their outreach campaign as a "listening phase."
According to Church officials, the Church will not move forward
with the Ambassador Project until it hears from West Pasadena res-
idents.

In an effort to engage the Church in an open and constructive dia-
logue during this listening phase, three different neighborhood
organizations (including the WPRA) wrote a joint letter to the
Church on August 12 summarizing their ideas and concerns about
the Ambassador Project.  In their letter, the neighborhood groups
reiterated their commitment to working with the Church and
SheaHomes "to design and build a project that will belong to the
neighborhood, and that future generations will fight to preserve."
The letter explained that West Pasadena residents are keenly inter-
ested in the City’s upcoming planning process, and are concerned
about the design of the western portion of the Ambassador proper-
ty (the "West Campus") and, of course, the traffic impacts of any
future development.

Regarding future development of the West Campus, the neighbor-
hood groups explained that one of the lessons learned from the for-
mer Legacy Project was that it was "not in harmony with the design
and scale of the surrounding low-density residential neighbor-
hood."  Any future development of the West Campus must be "con-
sistent with the existing design, density and scale of the residential
dwellings" in the immediate neighborhood, defined as the condo-
miniums on South Orange Grove and the single-family homes on
the south side of Del Mar extending south to Columbia Street.
Moreover, residents "should be able to see the historic gardens from
all streets . . . [and the Ambassador] Auditorium must be honored
rather than squeezed between phalanxes of multi-story dwelling
units."  

The neighborhood groups also stated that one of the "biggest flaws"
of the Legacy Project was its failure to meaningfully address traffic.
Managing the future traffic

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD MOVES FORWARD WITH
AMBASSADOR COLLEGE DEVELOPMENT

By Vince Farhat

Continued on page 9

Ariel view of the Ambassador College property 



PPasadena Heritage was incorporated as a non-profit organiza-
tion in January 1977 by a group of citizens concerned about
the mounting loss of historic buildings in the great surge of

development at the time. 2002 marks Pasadena Heritage’s 25th
anniversary, and the organization is commemorating its first quar-
ter century of historic preservation.  A formal gala at the historic
Castle Green will be held November 9, culminating a year-long
celebration of the organization’s anniversary year.

The second largest historic preservation organization in the State
of California, Pasadena Heritage has grown from 200 members in
1977 to more than 2,400 today, and from a $10,000 operating bud-
get to one of $500,000. Pasadena Heritage has raised public aware-
ness about the city’s unique historic resources and played a major
role in such success stories as the revitalization of Old Pasadena
and the restoration of Pasadena City Hall, the Main Library, the
Pasadena Playhouse, the Hale Solar Laboratory, and the Colorado
Street Bridge, to name but a few. Pasadena Heritage provides a
powerful voice for historic buildings, neighborhoods and cultural
resources in a city recognized nationally for its architectural lega-
cy. It also operates a variety of successful programs to educate the
public about history, architecture and the benefits of preservation.

Among the group’s most significant achievements is its successful
advocacy to save Old Pasadena when the original downtown was
slated for demolition and high-rise redevelopment. Spanning
more than a decade, beginning in the early 1980s, many of the
organization’s resources were devoted to finding and championing
a way to keep the historic commercial structures and encourage
their rehabilitation. After years of persistent effort, property own-
ers, business and political leaders joined forces with preservation-
ists, and the plan for Old Pasadena began to take shape. The reju-
venated commercial district proved to be a major economic suc-
cess as well as a preservation victory, and Old Pasadena has
become a nationally recognized model for downtown revitaliza-
tion.  

Pasadena Heritage regularly conducts architectural tours in his-
toric neighborhoods and commercial districts. Its first tour was
conducted in the Prospect Park neighborhood and the 200 atten-
dees became the organization’s first members. Eleven years ago,
the popularity of its Craftsman home tours encouraged Pasadena
Heritage to launch a full weekend of programming focused on the
American Arts & Crafts Movement. The annual three-day
Pasadena Heritage Craftsman Weekend has since become one of
the largest exhibitions on the American Arts & Crafts Movement
in the United States, attracting thousands of visitors each year to
its tours, lectures and furnishings exhibition. 

One of the organization’s first activities was to nominate
Pasadena’s Civic Center, including City Hall and thirteen other
historic buildings in the immediate area, to the National Register
of Historic Places. It has gone on to successfully nominate more
than 200 historic buildings to this prestigious list, including the
Old Pasadena Historic District and many individual properties.
Through its Preservation Easement Program, Pasadena Heritage
holds protective easements on 55 historic buildings, providing tax
benefits to building owners and achieving the goal of protecting
these buildings from demolition or inappropriate change. 

Pasadena Heritage has developed creative ways to preserve
Pasadena’s built environment, including using its revolving
Preservation Fund to purchase, restore, and return endangered
buildings to the community. Its first hands-on project was the
Louis B. Easton House on South Marengo Avenue which was
threatened with demolition for a condo development. The house
was acquired and rehabilitated by Pasadena Heritage and sold as a
bed and breakfast establishment. The project, just a block north of
California Boulevard, served as a catalyst for a collection of bun-
galows which were recognized as the South Marengo Historic
District. Most of these buildings have been nicely rehabilitated
and are used for private offices, a far better preservation solution
than demolition. Other projects included moving and rehabilitat-
ing Gartz Court, a six-unit bungalow court, and the charming
Victorian-era Charlotte Perkins Gilman House. These projects
provided a total of seven affordable housing units while rescuing
endangered historic structures. 

This important work now continues under Pasadena Heritage’s
supporting subsidiary, Heritage Housing Partners, which was
founded in 1999. Heritage Housing has completed three home-
ownership projects and has two more properties in progress,
including the 1910 Samuel Merrill House designed by architects
Greene & Greene. It also provides grants to lower-income home
owners who need help fixing their older homes.  

In recent years, Pasadena Heritage adopted and revitalized the
community’s oral history program and has concentrated on pre-
serving the stories of Pasadenans from a variety of ethnic and eco-
nomic backgrounds.  Among the personal histories published in
the past two years are former mayor and community leader John
Crowley; past president of the Pasadena Chapter of the NAACP
and activist, the late Ruby McKnight Williams; former city man-
ager Don McIntyre; longtime Pasadena businessman Aram
Pashgian; and housepainter Harry Martin. The Oral History com-
mittee is planning an ambitious project involving a collection of
oral histories from differing perspectives on the desegregation of
Pasadena’s schools.

Pasadena Heritage has a full-time staff of five and a volunteer
Board of Directors. Much of the work of the organization is done
by the more than 300 active volunteers, who serve as committee
members, docents, researchers, and advocates for historic preser-
vation. Its headquarters for the past five years has been the 1893
Madison House, named for Clyde Madison who bequeathed the
house to Pasadena Heritage in memory of his son, Roger, a dedi-
cated volunteer with the group. Before moving into the Madison
House, Pasadena Heritage had offices in Old Pasadena on
Colorado Boulevard and in the Friendship Baptist Church on the
corner of Dayton Street and DeLacey Avenue.

Often characterized by both friends and foes as "powerful",
Pasadena Heritage has engendered the respect of many area devel-
opers for holding those working in Pasadena to the highest stan-
dard and insisting on respect for historic resources which are
found throughout the community.  Membership is open to all and
inquiries are welcome. Call 626 441-6333 or visit Pasadena
Heritage on the web at www.pasadenaheritage.org. 

A Brief History of Pasadena Heritage:  
Keeping the Promise of Preservation for 25 years

By Sue Mossman, Pasadena Heritage Executive Director
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n August 2002, the City of Pasadena
revised and updated the City’s
"Environmental Guidelines" because

of changes made to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in
1997. The objective of the guidelines is to
determine whether legislative and discre-
tionary projects will have significant
effects on the environment. The most vis-
ible outcome of this change is the devel-
opment of two separate guidelines. Much
of the information to identify a project’s
environmental impact was contained in
the previous guideline. This information
has been separated and enhanced with
the new criteria and thresholds from the
changes in CEQA. Definitions and
Exemptions comprise the
"Environmental Guidelines for City of
Pasadena."  Best practices, studies, thresh-
olds, and mitigation and monitoring pro-
cedures are included in the
"Environmental Administrative
Procedures City of Pasadena."  For those
interested in monitoring future projects
proposed by the City, both guidelines are
important to review and own for refer-
ence.  In fact, two current projects being
monitored by the WPRA and West
Pasadena residents are covered by these
new guidelines:  Traffic plans for
Pasadena, and the Arroyo Seco Master
Plan.

One of the recommendations proposed in
these new guidelines is the adoption of a
sliding scale intersection capacity analysis
for determining when a project’s traffic
impacts are significant as part of the
Required Standards and Best Practices in
the administrative procedures. This
Intersection Capacity Analysis was
adopted by Pasadena’s Transportation
Advisory Commission in 1999 during
preparation of the "Traffic Impact Report
Preparation guidelines," but hasn’t been
adopted by the City. In this document,
there is a table that shows the current
level of service and the potential allow-
able increase of service due to a project.

Projects meeting a threshold on the table
would be required to complete a traffic
study. The Environmental Policy
Guidelines also enable cumulative
impacts to be considered together, how-
ever, inclusion must incur before the
notice or preparation is prepared.
Housing projects can also be considered
in the cumulative analysis if they are
under construction and not yet occupied
or the permit is approved but the project
hasn’t been started. Reviewing simultane-
ous, cumulative impacts of projects has
been an issue for West Pasadena residents
in the past.

After working with the Coalition for the
Protection of the Arroyo Seco (CPAS) to
develop comments on the Arroyo Seco
Master Plan Environmental Impact
Report (ASMP EIR), many concerned
citizens (and the City) quickly realized
that there was a lack of knowledge about
the CEQA process and the role of public
comment. These new guidelines help
clarify the process. There is a flowchart
outlining the process a project must go
through before being brought to the city
council for approval. This flowchart
shows the stage when the environmental
impact report (EIR) is prepared with mit-
igation options and the period for it’s
review. The guidelines also enable the
City to extend public review. This guide-
line enabled the City to extend the
review and public comment period of the
ASMP EIR two times over the last few
months because of the project’s size and
the voluminous material to review. 

Another element of the guidelines that
will be helpful for reviewing future pro-
jects is an outline of all of the possible
areas for comment and the acceptable
thresholds. This includes common con-
cerns like air quality, hydrology, and
water, including other less common
issues. An example is the inclusion of a
fire standard that is concerned with a sig-
nificant increase in daytime population

that may increase need for paramedic per-
sonnel.  Another new element is biologi-
cal resources which attempts to ensure
that proposed projects do not create a
conflict with an adopted habitat conser-
vation plan or natural community conser-
vation plan. Noise is also included in the
new plan as well. This covers substantial
temporary or periodic increases in ambi-
ent noise levels attributable to the pro-
ject. Population and housing is also
included monitoring growth in popula-
tion or housing that is inconsistent with
land use or mobility elements of the City’s
comprehensive plan.

The guidelines were finalized in August
2002 and are available from the Planning
and Development office.  For more infor-
mation, please call (626) 744-4660.
Information for this report was taken
from the summary prepared for the plan-
ning commission and the "Environmental
Policy Guidelines City of Pasadena"
dated August 2002.
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precious open spaces remaining in the
Arroyo.

CPAS members have challenged the City
Council and Staff to incorporate the
vision for the Arroyo Seco that has been
continuously demanded by local citizens
since the 19th century:  to respect and
preserve the Arroyo Seco’s natural areas.
(For a special testimony on the
Arroyo Seco, please see Charles
McKenney’s article on page 10.)

Neighboring Communities are
Acquiring and Protecting Open
Spaces

Following the City’s release of the
ASMP and DMEIR on May 16,
2002, citizens reported disap-
pointment that staff and consul-
tants preparing these documents
failed to understand the impor-
tance of retaining natural space.
CPAS points out that other levels
of government and surrounding
communities are devoting effort
and tax dollars to acquire and pre-
serve for themselves the natural rich-
es that Pasadena and its neighbors to
the East and Northwest already have.
Regional governments such as the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy and the
San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy were
created by the California Legislature to
preserve open and natural areas.
Pasadena’s neighbors, Altadena, La
Cañada/Flintridge, Sierra Madre,
Monrovia, Azusa and Duarte are aggres-
sively acquiring and protecting foothill
open space and riparian habitat through
the actions of locally-created land and

wildlife conservancies.

City Conducts Public Meetings on 
the MEIR

Throughout the past Summer, the City
conducted numerous public hearings to
gather public input on the DMEIR. The
Pasadena Recreation & Parks

Commission held meetings to discuss the
MEIR on June 25, July 16 and September
10.  Representatives from the entire city
and many community groups attended
and participated in each of these meet-
ings.

On August 28, 2002, the Pasadena
Planning Commission reviewed both the
DMEIR and the ASMP.  After receiving
and considering extensive public testimo-
ny, the Planning Commission unanimous-
ly voted to oppose certification of the
DMEIR.  The Commission concluded

that the DMEIR fails to properly address
water resources issues, fails to adequately
measure the impact of increased Rose
Bowl events, and fails to provide an effec-
tive alternative that would preserve the
existing character and natural assets of
the Arroyo Seco. The Commission also
voted to recommend that the ASMP itself
be reopened to reconsider specific projects

and to consider the findings contained
in the recently-released Arroyo Seco
Watershed Restoration Study.

CPAS Asks the City to Protect the
Arroyo.

CPAS points out that throughout his-
tory, every City action regarding the
Arroyo tilts toward preserving its nat-
ural areas away from excavation,
paving roads or trails, or creating park-
ing lots in its domain. By advocating
extensive new infrastructure in
Hahamongna and the Lower Arroyo,
the ASMP violates what has always
been the essential spirit of Pasadena’s
care for the Arroyo, prescribed in
General Plan Policy 9.5, which is that
Pasadena must be a steward of this rich
natural area.

Citizens observe that the ASMP falls far
short of providing a plan of stewardship.
They assert that, rather than providing
stewardship, the ASMP emphasizes devel-
opment and alteration of facilities and
physical installations whose purposes are
not the protection of the Arroyo’s natural
scenic resources. Citizens speaking at pub-
lic meetings affirmed that the ASMP fails
to incorporate public preferences as 

“NATURAL” ARROYO SECO:
Continued from page 1

Removal of flood control channel must be a priority.

Continued to page 16

How to Get Involved

The City’s Housing Affordability
Task Force held its first meeting
in September, and will, com-
mencing October 1, be meeting
the first and third Tuesdays of the
month through May 2003. The
meetings will be held at La Casita
del Arroyo from 6:00 – 9:00 PM. The Task Force was chartered
by the City Council to develop a list of recommendations to
consider for adoption.  Each month, the Task Force will focus
on an affordable housing issue, identified during the citywide
June 2002 housing forum. The first meeting of the month will
be spent understanding the data and facts, while the second

will be devoted to generating suggestions for the Council.
October’s issue is how to get communities surrounding the
Pasadena area to participate in housing affordability solutions.
Among other things, the Housing Element process will be
addressed.

Several on the Task Force reside in District 6, including Mayor
Bogaard and Wendy Cobleigh (non-voting members) and
Marv Schachter and me (voting members). For more informa-
tion on the Housing Affordability Task Force, contact Jennifer
Gonzalez (JGonzalez@ci.pasadena.ca.us). To express your views
on this topic, please contact me at DPMOEG@aol.com.

Diana Peterson-More is a resident of District 6 and a member
of WPRA. She serves on the Pasadena Planning Commission,
the Design Review Commission and the Housing Affordability
Task Force. 

2000 – 2005 HOUSING ELEMENT:
Continued from page 3



TThe City of Pasadena has begun the pub-
lic review process for the proposed
Annandale Canyon Estates Project.

The developer, Annandale Estates LLP, wants
to develop up to 30 homes on vacant land near
the Scholl Canyon Landfill. The Annandale
Canyon Estates Project will be subject to a full
environmental impact report ("EIR").  This
Summer, City staff conducted two community
meetings with West Pasadena residents to
scope the issues to be addressed in the EIR.
The City expects to release a draft EIR for this
project sometime in October.

Project Description

The Annandale Canyon Estates Project con-
sists of approximately 22.5 acres (980,000
square feet) of undeveloped vacant land with
varying degrees of slopes.  The project is
bounded on the west by the Scholl Canyon
Landfill and open space, on the east by single-
family residences, the southeast by the
Annandale Country Club and single-family res-
idences, on the south by single-family residences and open space,
and on the north by single-family residences.  The boundary
between the cities of Pasadena and Glendale runs along the west-
ern boundary of the property.  A Southern California Edison
right-of-way runs parallel to this jurisdictional boundary just
inside the city of Glendale.  The boundary between the cities of
Pasadena, Glendale, and Los Angeles lie about one-third of a
mile to the south of the site.  

The General Plan designation for the project is "low density res-
idential" and the zoning designation is RS-2 (HD).  The appli-
cant wants to develop up to 30 single-family residences on 37
legally-recorded lots.  The average lot size will be 25,265 square
feet, and the average house size will be 4,000 square feet.  A
detention basin is proposed just north of the current termination
of Weirfield Drive.  There are two "paper streets" (streets that are
shown on the zoning map but which have never been construct-
ed) on the proposed site, the continuation of Weirfield Drive and
new construction of Brunswick Drive.  The developer also is
proposing to construct a third street on the site.  These streets
will be built based on current Pasadena Public Works &
Transportation construction standards.  

In addition to the infrastructure requirements of the new streets,
the applicant will be required to provide sewer, water, electrical
hook-ups, and any other infrastructure requirements as pre-
scribed by the City’s Public Works & Transportation
Department.  

The Public Review Process

On May 20, 2002, the City Council conducted a "pre-develop-
ment plan review" for the proposed Annandale Canyon Estates
Project.  In July 2002, the City prepared an initial environmen-
tal study for the project.  (West Pasadena residents can obtain a
copy of the initial study by contacting City Planner Carol Hunt
Hernandez at 744-6768.)  Based on this initial study, City staff
determined that a full EIR would be needed to evaluate the pro-
ject’s environmental impacts.  According to City staff, the fol-
lowing environmental issues will be central to the EIR:  traffic,
geology and hydrology, biological resources, land use and plan-
ning, hazards/hazardous materials (as they are related to Scholl
Canyon Landfill), and recreation.  The EIR will look at the
impacts related to the development of all proposed houses,
streets, and infrastructure requirements to support the full devel-
opment.  

City staff conducted two community meetings this Summer to
scope the issues to be addressed in the EIR.  On July 23, the City
hosted an EIR scoping session in the City’s Permit Center hear-
ing room, located at 175 North Garfield Avenue.  At the request
of the Linda Vista Annandale Association ("LVAA") and the
WPRA, the City held a second EIR scoping session on
September 10 in City council Chambers.  Over 100 West
Pasadena residents participated in these meetings, and raised
numerous issues to be analyzed in the EIR.  Neighbors are very
concerned about public access to the proposed development, and
the traffic and noise impacts associated with project construc-
tion.  Neighbors also expressed concern about public safety,
including the ability of the fire department to pump water to the
site in the event of a serious fire.  Many residents also are con-
cerned about the conservation and preservation of open space,
and have asked the City to specifically address open space issues
in the EIR.

The City expects to release a draft EIR for the Annandale
Canyon Estates Project sometime in October.  West Pasadena
residents will then have approximately six weeks (to early
December) to review and comment on the draft EIR.  Under
applicable State law, the City is required to respond to all public
comments before the project can be approved.  City planning
staff estimates that it will take the City until January or February
2003 to review and respond to public comments.

The City will prepare and release a final EIR and "mitigation
monitoring plan" sometime in February or March 2003.  The
Annandale Canyon Estates EIR and mitigation plan will then be
reviewed by Pasadena’s Cultural Heritage, Design and Planning
Commissions in a series of public meetings.  The project will
then proceed to the City’s zoning hearing officer for final review
sometime in April 2003.

Stay Informed

The WPRA is working closely with the LVAA to monitor the
progress of the Annandale Canyon Estates Project.  For more
information regarding this proposed development, please contact
City Planner Carol Hunt Hernandez at (626) 744-6768 or
chunt@ci.pasadena.ca.us.  If you want to get involved in moni-
toring this project, please contact LVAA president Norm Parker
at NP7956755@aol.com and LVAA board member Nina
Chomsky at NRChomsky@aol.com.
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SS
ituated on the edge of the
Arroyo Seco where the
Craftsman movement orig-

inated and flourished, La Casita
del Arroyo is a familiar local
landmark to West Pasadena
residents.  The "Little House"
was built in 1933 as a public
works project to provide jobs
for Pasadena’s unemployed.
La Casita was designed by
famed architect Myron Hunt
and constructed of stone found
within the Arroyo Seco.  The
lumber came from old bicycle tracks
built at the Rose Bowl for the 1932
Olympic Games.  The construction of La
Casita was a philanthropic project of the
Pasadena Garden Club and the City of Pasadena. In
1976, the City declared La Casita a Cultural Heritage Landmark.  

In 1985, La Casita was badly damaged by fire.  With the
assistance of a citizens’ advisory committee, however, the
City of Pasadena eventually reconstructed La Casita.  The
facility is available for private events, with a special discount
offered to non-profit organizations.  The building itself con-
sists of one large main room, a kitchen, a fireplace (you pro-
vide your own wood), tables, and chairs. 

Beginning in 1985, the Pasadena Garden Club assumed
responsibility for the design, installation and maintenance of
a unique water conservation demonstration garden.  The
garden, designed by Isabelle Green and Yosh Befu, was
installed in 1988.  One of the principal goals of the La Casita
garden is to demonstrate horticultural and water conserva-
tion practices which suit Southern California’s arid climate.
The garden also is intended to increase community aware-
ness of the history of the Arroyo, of Native American uses of
the Arroyo flora, and of Arroyo fauna, both current and his-
toric.  The garden is divided into six demonstration areas,
including a moderate water use garden, a low water use gar-
den, and a rain-only garden.  Each area has its own meter to
record water consumption.  The garden also features an auto-
matic irrigation system monitored by moisture sensors, and
plant materials designed to withstand drought, smog and
traffic.  

In April 1999, the Pasadena Garden Club and the La Casita
Foundation dedicated the "Veva McKee Butterfly
Sanctuary" as its Garden Club of America project for the

Year 2000.  La Casita’s water conservation
demonstration garden is ideally suited for a

butterfly sanctuary.  The garden’s use of
native and drought-tolerant plants
attracts many species of western butter-
flies.  Offering a haven for butterflies
in their stages of life (egg, larva,
chrysalis and adult), the garden pro-
vides nourishing plants and an envi-
ronment free from harmful chemicals.
This butterfly sanctuary is a living

memorial to Veva Eilers McKee, who
served as president of both the Pasadena

Garden Club and La Casita Foundation.

For more information about the La Casita gar-
den and butterfly sanctuary, please contact the

Pasadena La Casita Foundation at Post Office Box
51075, Pasadena, California  91105-1075.  For more information

about renting La Casita for an event, please contact the City of
Pasadena.

SSPOTLIGHTPOTLIGHT ONON

LLa Casita del Ara Casita del Arroyoroyo
By Vince Farhat
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impacts from the Ambassador Project is the toughest issue facing
the Church -- "The stakes are very high.  If the City approves the
Ambassador Project, and the traffic mitigation measures prove
ineffective or are nonexistent, the Church will be gone, and we
will be left to live with the traffic forever.  This should give the
Church pause, for it would be your ‘legacy’ to Pasadena."  Because
of the unprecedented size of the Ambassador Project, the neigh-
borhood groups recommended that all traffic mitigation measures
"be designed to divert regional and project-related traffic east-
ward, away from existing residential neighborhoods and toward
commercial mobility corridors such as Fair Oaks and Raymond."
Moreover, all traffic mitigation measures developed for the
Ambassador Project should be implemented and tested before the
Church builds-out the West Campus.  Finally, the neighborhood
groups recommended that the Church prepare a new traffic study
for the new project, rather than simply recycling the Legacy
Project’s original traffic study.  (To read the full text of the August
12 letter to the Church, please visit the WPRA’s website at 
h t t p : / / w w w. w p r a . n e t / N e w F i l e s / L e t t e r p a g e . h t m l . )

Church and SheaHomes Meet with WPRA

In an effort to continue the dialogue during the Church’s "listen-
ing phase," on September 5 several WPRA board members met
privately with SheaHomes’ project manager, Bob Yoder, to discuss
the Ambassador Project.  Mr. Yoder has an extensive background
in residential development and construction finance.  At this
meeting, the parties discussed the lessons that could be learned
from Legacy Partners’ failed proposal to develop the Ambassador
College property, including acceptable levels of density on the
West Campus. 

Representatives from the Church and SheaHomes also were invit-
ed to meet with the WPRA’s board of directors.  The Church’s
Director of Finance & Planning, Dr. Bernard W. Schnippert, Mr.
Yoder and representatives from the Church’s architectural team
attended the WPRA’s regularly-scheduled October board meet-
ing.  At the board meeting, Dr. Schnippert gave a brief overview
of the Church’s goals and objectives, and Mr. Yoder discussed the
upcoming public comment process.  According to Mr. Yoder, the
"listening phase" began with SheaHomes meeting privately with
community groups such as the WPRA to evaluate "constraints
and opportunities" regarding the development of the Ambassador
property.  The listening phase will continue through the Fall with
a series of community workshops that will focus on various ele-
ments of the proposed design of the Ambassador Project.
According to Mr. Yoder, the Church and SheaHomes hope to sub-
mit a preliminary design to the City of Pasadena sometime in
January 2003.  The City Council is expected to conduct a "pre-
development plan review" of the preliminary design proposal.

A candid and lively discussion ensued following Mr. Yoder’s pre-
sentation.  WPRA board members expressed strong concerns
about the potential traffic impacts of the Ambassador Project and
the design and density of the West Campus.  In response to sever-
al questions, Dr. Schnippert said that the Church does not have a
"secret notebook" with pre-determined profit margins or density
levels.  He said that "design will drive the value" of the project.
However, the Church has submitted an application with the City
to develop up to 1,942 new housing units, and Dr. Schnippert
would not commit to WPRA board members to reduce the size of
the West Campus portion of the Ambassador Project.

Church To Host Community Meetings

The Church and SheaHomes will host a series of community
meetings to gather West Pasadena residents’ input as part of the
Church’s "listening phase" for the Ambassador Project.  The dates
of these meetings will be announced in October, after our newslet-
ter copy deadline.  The first community meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 30.  The WPRA will inform West Pasadena
residents of upcoming community meetings through e-mail
updates and special postcard mailings.  

In the meantime, if West Pasadena residents want to give input
regarding the future development of the Ambassador property,
the Church can be reached by e-mail at Ambassador@wcg.org. To
receive e-mail updates regarding the Ambassador property and
other developments, please send your e-mail address to
vince.farhat@wpra.net.  The City of Pasadena also posts current
information regarding the Ambassador Project on the City’s web-
site at http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/housing/developmentpro-
jects/ambassador.asp.

Back To "Square One"

Although we have been watching this project for almost three
years, the development of the Ambassador College property is
actually still in its early stages from an environmental review per-
spective.  The City originally prepared Legacy Partners’ environ-
mental impact report ("EIR") for a major commercial and resi-
dential project.  That project was later revised by Legacy Partners
to an all-residential project that no longer resembled the one
described in the Legacy EIR.  Then, just before Legacy Partners
abandoned the project, Legacy made additional significant
changes to the project’s size and submitted revised project plans,
traffic predictions and proposed traffic mitigation measures.  

These significant changes to the Legacy Project, its impacts and
its proposed mitigations should have warranted the circulation of
a supplement to the Legacy EIR prior to approval of a develop-
ment agreement, even if there were no change in developer and
Legacy had not withdrawn its application.  Under the current cir-
cumstances, the change in applicant (as well as developers) war-
rants an entirely new EIR.  For example, the Church’s willingness
to undertake certain mitigation measures may be different than
Legacy’s, leading to a different proposed mitigation package.  In
short, the WPRA believes the City must prepare a new EIR for
the Church’s new (and still undefined) development proposal.  

Conclusion

Although the timing and details of the Church's proposal are
uncertain, the WPRA will continue to work with City staff and
organizations such as Save South Orange Grove and the Singer
Park Neighborhood Association to monitor developments regard-
ing the Ambassador campus.  As we wait for the next step in this
process, however, one thing is clear. The Church has been a good
neighbor over these many years and we understand that the time
has come for it to sell the property.  The WPRA supports balanced
and thoughtful development in Pasadena, and we are committed
to working with the Church to achieving a project that will meet
Pasadena’s needs without unduly burdening our neighborhoods. 

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE DEVELOPMENT:
Continued from page 3
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FFifteen years of discussion
and public participation
have raised the hope

that the long awaited Arroyo
Seco Master Plan would
reflect Pasadena’s historic
emphasis on preserving and
protecting the natural state
of the Arroyo. This, regret-
tably, has not come about.

There is always a tug of war
between the need to accom-
modate recreation and cars,
and the need for natural areas

where we can take time out and enjoy the blessings of nature.
The Arroyo Seco Master Plan purports to balance these compet-
ing demands, but the Plan’s stated goal betrays that assertion.

While giving great lip service to the value of a natural Arroyo,
the Plan states its purpose is to "provide facilities for passive and
active recreation…in order to provide recreation facilities and
programs…." 

In pursuit of this purpose, the Master Plan proposes to widen
trails and access roads, carve out new access roads, build a bridge
from the main parking lot across the low flow stream to the cast-
ing pond, build an all weather bike trail, build a six level parking
structure in Hahamongna, and to build two new parking lots in
the Lower Arroyo totaling 10,000 square feet, one large enough
for a bus to park and turn around in. 

Why should we care about widened driveways and new parking
facilities in the Arroyo? Isn’t this the 21st century?

We should care because since the 19th century the Arroyo Seco
has been Pasadena’s single most important feature and today is
recognized as one of Southern California’s greatest natural trea-
sures. But for the Arroyo, Pasadena as we know it would not
exist. Pasadena landmarks and traditions such as the Rose Bowl,
the Tournament of Roses, Brookside Park, the Arts and Crafts
Movement, Gamble House, Craftsman Homes on South Arroyo
Boulevard, colorful homes along San Rafael, Linda Vista,
Prospect and North Arroyo Boulevards, declared and proposed
Landmark Districts, Orange Grove Boulevard, Colorado Street
Bridge, United States District Court of Appeals (Vista del
Arroyo), and La Casita del Arroyo all exist because of their prox-
imity to the natural Arroyo. 

All told, eight Pasadena Cultural Heritage Landmarks are along
or near the Arroyo Seco. One is the Lower Arroyo itself!

Can we imagine what Pasadena would be today without these
signature landmarks and traditions? Certainly, we would be liv-
ing in a much less rich City.

(Lest we take our blessing for granted, we should remember that
other levels of government and our neighboring communities are
devoting effort and tax dollars to acquire and preserve for them-
selves the natural riches Pasadena already has. Regional govern-
ments such as the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and
the San Gabriel Mountains and River Conservancy have been
created with state and federal money to preserve the open and
natural areas around us. Pasadena’s neighbors Altadena, La

Canada/Flintridge, Sierra Madre, Monrovia, Azusa and Duarte
are aggressively seeking to acquire and preserve natural moun-
tains and rivers in and adjacent to their communities.)

Try as we might, we can find no better description of the Arroyo
than that which appeared in the August 12, 1912 issue of The
Craftsman. 

The article first describes the unique natural beauty of the
Arroyo Seco:

"Here in the West we still have many thousands of acres of unspoiled,
virgin woodland, and the desire to save it is growing more general.
…Perhaps the best example which we can give of the preservation of a
wild garden of rare beauty and charm for the people is the purchase of
hundreds of acres of the woodland in the Arroyo Seco, which threads
the western edge of Pasadena. Few cities in the East or in the West are
blessed with a more beautiful environment than this particular coun-
try, which Nature and the elements have carved and molded and plant-
ed for years past unnumbered."

It continues to describe Pasadena’s plans for a natural park in the
Arroyo:

"The natural scenic beauty of the park, the charm and luxuriance and
variety of its growth, with its flavor of woodsy wildness and freedom
make it one which will appeal intimately to the people. Pasadena
already has plans for laying out and improve her portion of this nature
garden. It is to be a natural garden in every sense of the word. It is not
to be molested or desecrated by tawdry architecture, cement walks,
marble statuary or anything set or artificial."

It finishes by describing a vision of the Arroyo of the future,
which is where we find ourselves today:

"While the city parks with their smooth lawns, landscape gardens, per-
fect walks and drives are a delight to the people, the Arroyo Seco Park
will surpass them all, because it will be wild and free, untrammeled by
the conventional laws, just Nature with all her kindness, simplicity
quiet and restfulness."

What better guide for our treatment of the Arroyo? Written
nearly 100 years ago, these words show why preservation of the
Arroyo’s natural scenic beauty must be the emphasis of our
Arroyo Seco Master Plan.

But words aren’t enough. We need a Master Plan that expresses
the same commitment to preservation and protection as these
examples from Pasadena’s past:

• In 1918 Myron Hunt recommended that a plan be created for
the Arroyo. The plan recommended that the Lower Arroyo be
reserved for trails and bridle paths and planted only with native
plants.

• In 1964, the City Council adopted the Jencks Resolution call-
ing for care and stewardship of the Arroyo Seco.

• In 1974, the City Council preserved the last natural area in the
Lower Arroyo by renouncing $750,000 from the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District and refusing to grant the District
an easement under the Holly Street Bridge to straighten and
channelize the stream. 

COMMENTARY

PRESERPRESERVE THE SVE THE SCENICCENIC, , 
NANATURAL BEATURAL BEAUTY UTY 

OF THE ARROOF THE ARROYYO SECOO SECO
By Charles McKenney



• In 1976, at the request of equestrians, hikers, and residents of
Busch Gardens, the City prohibited cars from driving to the target
archery field, now the AIDs Memorial Grove, and to the area fur-
ther south to the South Pasadena Stables.

• In 1977, the City declared the Lower Arroyo to be a City
Cultural Landmark.

• In 1992 the City adopted its current General Plan, containing
Objective 9, which emphasizes stewardship of the natural envi-
ronment (Policy 9.5) and restoration of the natural area of the
Arroyo Seco (Policy 9.2).

• In 1994, the Arroyo Committee of the Recreation and Parks
Commission held community meetings in which the majority of
participants were extremely cautious or opposed to accommodat-
ing new uses in the Lower Arroyo.

• The Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance, PMC Sec. 3.32.100
et seq., states as its purpose "to establish regulations for preserva-
tion, enhancement and enjoyment of the Arroyo Seco as a unique
environmental, recreational and cultural resource of the city sur-
rounded by residential neighborhoods. Such resource and the
neighborhoods must be preserved, protected and properly main-
tained." 

In the face of this history of preservation and protection of the
Arroyo’s natural condition, the City astonishingly has put forth a
Master Plan whose stated purpose is not to preserve the natural
characteristics of the Arroyo but to provide facilities such as park-
ing structures and unnecessary bridges and paths. 

Active and passive recreation have always been at the heart of the
Arroyo, and this should not be cast as a choice between natural
preservation and recreation. A natural Arroyo and passive recre-
ation are not mutually exclusive. In fact, it is the Arroyo’s natural
condition that makes it so attractive for Pasadenans to run, hike,
and picnic in.

But despite what the Master Plan asserts, Pasadena General Plan
Objective 9, entitled "Open Space Preservation and Acquisition,"
provides no basis for the Plan’s purpose of providing facilities for
recreation.

Nor does the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance. In keeping
with the philosophy of open space preservation, the Ordinance
among other things establishes the Lower Arroyo as a natural

preservation area. The Ordinance provides clearly that the uses
and structures permitted in the Lower Arroyo are limited to cur-
rent activities and conditions. The Ordinance also states that all
lands in the natural preservation area are subject to strict condi-
tions prohibiting excavation on the Arroyo’s slope, driving or
parking outside existing facilities, and paving trails or roads.

At the most, the Ordinance calls for continuing existing "low
intensity recreational activities." At the least, it prohibits new
structures, parking lots, paved trails or roads. As the owner of the
Arroyo, the City must abide by the Ordinance. 

Conclusion

The Arroyo Seco’s natural state has made Pasadena the city it is
today, and Pasadena has determined to preserve and protect the
Arroyo through City General Plan Objective 9. The natural state
of the Lower Arroyo forms the basis for its being a Landmark of
the City of Pasadena and is the basis for the Arroyo Seco Public
Lands Ordinance’s purpose to preserve, protect, and maintain the
Arroyo.

Thirty years ago, the Pasadena City Council made the historic and
forward looking decision to renounce $750,000 from the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to straighten and chan-
nelize the natural stretch of the Arroyo under the Holly Street
Bridge, thereby preserving this last natural part of the stream for us
to enjoy.

Today we have the opportunity to honor that decision and do our
part,--to fashion a Master Plan that reflects a common apprecia-
tion of what we have and that respects what others have done
stretching back over a century. The essential step is to do what the
Council did 30 years ago and renounce proposals to build parking
lots and to widen roads and trails.

As our guide, let’s remember the words of The Craftsman written
nearly a century ago: "Few cities in the East or in the West are
blessed with a more beautiful environment than this particular
country… ." 

We have our chance to provide stewardship of this beautiful envi-
ronment. Once gone we can’t bring it back.

Charles "Kicker" McKenney is First Vice-President of the West
Pasadena Residents’ Association.  He has lived in Pasadena his
entire life, and represented West Pasadena on the City Council in
the 1970s.  
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TT here is renewed energy at PUSD thanks to the efforts of a
committed new Board and Superintendent, Dr. Percy
Clark. As a part of that energy, the school district has redis-

tricted and focused on creating more neighborhood schools.  San
Rafael Elementary (SRE) is in support of this effort and needs
your help. It is now the responsibility of the local community to
get involved and provide leadership.    In April, local SRE parents
Rebecca and Bill Woods hosted an evening of wine and cheese
with Superintendent Dr. Clark for the neighbors of SRE and
recruited some new faces from the neighborhood to join the PTA
Board of Directors.

The Board met over the summer to redefine the school’s objec-
tives to align them more closely with the needs of a   neighbor-
hood school.  One of our new objectives is "To raise awareness of
SRE attributes and work to achieve commitment and acceptance
among the community." (Complete objectives will be accessible
from the SRE PTA Web site) To achieve this objective and re-
ignite local interest in our school, the PTA is developing a plan
to bring the local community back to San Rafael.  The plan
includes classical PTA fundraising activities as well as a new
newsletter and new activities to increase community awareness.
We need your help!

Please take a look at the following list and find time to pitch in a
couple of hours each month.  A strong elementary school is an
asset to a neighborhood. With an excellent principal, enthusias-
tic teachers, a new academic plan, a commitment from district
headquarters, and your help, San Rafael Elementary School has
the potential to excel.

Upcoming events at SRE:
Book Fair Oct. 3-11
Holiday Fundraiser (orders) Oct. 14-25
PTA Kickoff meeting Oct. 17, 7:00pm
Halloween Hospitality Table Oct. 31, 6:30pm

SR PTA Officers:
Ken Chawkins, President (323) 254-2755
Karen LuKanic, Vice Pres. (626) 584-1930
Gail Nishinaka, Treasurer (323) 258-1105
Erin Shaw, Secretary (626) 577-9648
Patti Hafner, SR Principal (626) 577-5287
Mary Beth Bridges, Parlia. (323) 258-1105

We need your help!
1. Join the PTA!  Come meet your neighbors and SRE Teachers
and learn how you can get involved. Our next meeting is October
17 - 7 PM. Contact Ken Chawkins
2. Do you shop at Vons?  This is a great way to help the school
without any cost to you: Just fill out an Escrip form with your
Vons Club or credit card number. Forms are available at Vons or
you can sign up online (escrip.com). Or call, and we will send one
to you. We’ll even pay the registration fee! Contact Ken
Chawkins. 
3. Interested in donating your talents?  The PTA will be issuing a
quarterly newsletter and needs writers and photographers.
Contact Karen LuKanic.
4. Become a classroom volunteer!  Volunteering is a great way to
support the kids and get an inside look at the school. Contact
Dioni Freking at (323) 257-9785.
5. Too busy to volunteer? To make a tax-deductible donation,
contact Gail Nishinaka

BBBB aaaa cccc kkkk ---- ttttoooo ---- SSSScccc hhhh oooo oooo llll     aaaa tttt     SSSSaaaa nnnn     RRRRaaaa ffffaaaa eeee llll     EEEE llll eeee mmmm eeee nnnn ttttaaaa rrrr yyyy

TThe San Rafael Library Associates are work-
ing to enhance our local branch library.
A lecture series will start this winter,

new books are on order and a committee is
evaluating the possibility of re-landscaping
the grounds around the branch.  This fall,
the free coffee service will continue on the
first Saturday of each month.

Over the summer months, the Associates
solicited ideas and suggestions from the commu-
nity through conversations and a written survey.  A
consensus emerged to develop a focus at the branch
around a Garden and Landscape theme.  The Garden and
Landscape theme will be reflected in a specialized collection on
California gardening, though lectures on gardening topics and by
creating outdoor spaces for reading and socializing.  

"We would like to see the Library become our community center",
said Katherine Wimmer, Chair of the Pasadena Public Library
Commission, "…a place to meet and visit with neighbors and
friends…a place to relax over a cup of coffee while the children
read books or use the computer."

If you have not been to the Library lately, you may be interested
to know that, in addition to books, our local branch provides: four
computer stations with internet access, word processing and edu-

cational games for children; training sessions on com-
puter use; books on tape; magazines and newspapers;

community information; and a community room
that is available for gatherings.  

"Residents of West Pasadena may not realize all
of the wonderful resources we have available at
our local branch.  For example, San Rafael

Library has the ability to obtain books from other
branches on request" said Patricia Warren, branch

Librarian, "we are not limited to the books on hand.
Another handy feature for patrons is the ability to

reserve and renew books from home over the Internet.  Also,
free homework assistance is now available at the branch for school
age children through the on-line services of Tutor.com that con-
nects students to expert tutors in math, science, social sciences
and English."

The Associates welcome participation by neighbors and patrons of
the Library. You can contact the Associates by email at
srla1240@aol.com or by informing the branch librarian of your
interest.  You are also invited to join the Associates at the regular
membership rate of $25 or as a Founding Member at $100.  As a
chapter for the Friends of the Library, the San Rafael Library
Associates qualifies as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Donations of any size are gratefully received.   San Rafael Library
is located at 1240 Nithsdale Road, Pasadena, CA 91105.

San Rafael Library Associates Welcomes West Pasadena Residents
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Hem-Young (Direct Line) 626.568.7223 
Dominic (Direct Line) 626.568.7221 
Main Office 626.793.9291 

www.AroundTheTownNews.com
www.pasadena-realtor.com
hemyoung@pacbell.net
ddefaz@pacbell.net
300 W. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena 

The experience you need.
The service you deserve.

DOMINIC & HEM-YOUNG DE FAZIO

Dominic and Hem-Young de Fazio have been an

active, involved and successful real estate team 

since 1981.

They have succeeded because they provide the

experience that their clients need, and the service one

deserves when making major real estate decisions.

We Know Your Neighborhood

Around
theTown
“Around the Town with

the de Fazios” is a series

of events celebrating the

de Fazios’ love of what 

is great about Pasadena,

and why it’s a great place

in which to live. It’s their

way of staying in touch

with their clients, friends

and colleagues. The 

concept yields many new

and repeat clients and is

a major source of their

real estate business.
To be invited to our “Around the Town” events, 
please contact us at the numbers above.

SINGER PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION UPDATES

Glenarm Power Plant

PP
asadena Water and Power has announced that it will be making major changes to its power plant on the Glenarm and
Broadway sites.  The project will be approached in three phases.  First, the unused storage tanks, part of a former cooling
tower and several sheds will be demolished.  Next, new turbines and auxiliary equipment will be installed sometime this

winter.  The last phase consists of retrofitting existing gas turbines by using improved technology which will reduce their emis-
sions.  The units, which are expected to be operational by June 2003, should provide a reliable source of power generation, help
stabilize electric rates, and provide a cleaner and environmentally sensitive method of generating power.  

Singer Park Improvements

The City of Pasadena’s Public Works Department will be replacing park play equipment in Singer Park.  The replacement struc-
tures are designed to alleviate safety hazards and will also comply with accessibility standards.  If you are interested in additional
information, you may contact City Staff member Todd Holmes at tholmes@ci.pasadena.ca.us.

Reprinted from the October 2002 issue of the Singer Park Neighborhood Association newsletter.  For more information about
the SPNA, please visit http://www.wpra.net/NewFiles/SPNApage.html.
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AA
proposal to improve traffic flow along South Orange
Grove Boulevard by "re-striping" lanes in both directions
is under consideration by City transportation staff, as the

City studies revisions to Pasadena’s General Plan adopted in 1994.  

In January 2002, the City sponsored a traffic study for West
Pasadena as part of the update to the General Plan’s "Mobility
Element."  The study was prepared by the City’s traffic consultant,
Kaku Associates, Inc. The study proposes to re-stripe South
Orange Grove from Green Street to the City limits to provide one
lane in each direction, parking along one side of the street, a two-
way left-turn lane, and bike lanes along both sides of the street.
According to Kaku’s traffic study, "[t]his improvement will main-
tain sufficient traffic flow along Orange Grove Boulevard to sup-
port local trips without encouraging the use of this corridor as a
route for [commuter] traffic."

On Tuesday, September 24, District 6 Councilman Steve Madison
hosted a community meeting to introduce Kaku’s traffic study and
to gather residents’ input on the proposed re-striping of South
Orange Grove.  The meeting was held at the Tournament of Roses
House at 6:30 p.m.  Approximately 125 West Pasadena residents
attended the community meeting.

Councilman Madison opened the meeting by welcoming and
thanking neighbors for attending, and introduced Pasadena’s
Interim Transportation Director, Frances Banergee.  Ms. Banergee
gave residents a brief overview of the General Plan update process,
and explained that the City recently created a new Department of
Transportation to deal specifically with traffic and mobility issues.
She then introduced City Engineer Dan Rix and Transportation
Administrator Bahman Janka.  Mr. Rix and Mr. Janka described
the proposed re-striping of Orange Grove Boulevard, including

possible spillover effects on adjacent neighborhood streets such as
St. John and Pasadena Avenue.

A lively question-and-answer period followed City staff ’s presenta-
tion.  Many residents expressed skepticism about having bike lanes
on South Orange Grove.  Some residents expressed the view that
South Orange Grove should be left the way it is.  But other resi-
dents expressed support for the re-striping proposal, stating that
the City must engage in long-range planning to make South
Orange Grove less inviting to regional commuter traffic.  Several
neighbors drew cheers from the audience when they said that the
City can reduce traffic by slowing or stopping new housing devel-
opment in West Pasadena, including the proposed development of
the Ambassador College property.  During the question-and-
answer session, City staff confirmed that the City of South
Pasadena is planning to install a traffic signal at the South Orange
Grove on-ramp to the Arroyo Parkway 110 Freeway.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Councilman Madison and City
staff reminded those in attendance that the South Orange Grove
re-striping proposal is merely a concept that will not be imple-
mented without further study and public input.  City transporta-
tion staff expects to conduct public hearings on the General Plan
Mobility Element update at the end of November.  The City
Council is not expected to vote on the update to the General Plan
until at least the end of this year.  

Councilman Steve Madison wants to hear from you regarding the
proposed re-striping of Orange Grove Boulevard.  For more infor-
mation, please contact him at (626) 744-4739 or
smadison@ci.pasadena.ca.us.  To receive e-mail reports on the
City’s update of the General Plan Mobility Element, please send
your e-mail address to Vince Farhat at vince.farhat@wpra.net.

SOUTH ORANGE GROVE COULD BE "RE-STRIPED" AS PART OF
PASADENA’S GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

By Vince Farhat

CURRENTPROPOSED



WPRA SAN RAFAEL SURVEY:  CRITTERS AND SUCH
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SS
an Rafael, that portion of Pasadena west of the Arroyo and
south of the freeway, is home to a little less than half of
those living in the area served by the WPRA.  As part of an

effort to better represent San Rafael neighbors, last Fall the
WPRA mailed a survey to residents living in San Rafael.  Over
15% of San Rafael residents responded to the WPRA survey.  A
summary of the survey results was published in the Winter 2002
issue of the WPRA newsletter.  (To read the article, please visit
our website at www.wpra.net.)

The San Rafael Survey generated a large number of responses
concerning animals.  Comments on wildlife ranged from glowing-
ly positive -- "Having so much wildlife is like being in the coun-
try!" -- to extreme frustration -- "Help! I'm being overrun by
skunks!"  Comments about pets, on the other hand, were almost
universally negative, and nearly all had to do with barking dogs.

The relatively wild lands around San Rafael, from the Arroyo to
the hills above the freeway, along with the abundance of trees and
other vegetation provide wonderful habitat for raccoons, skunks,
possums, coyotes, deer, squirrels and other creatures.  If you live
here long enough you will see all of these, and for many that is
part of the charm of the neighborhood.  But that doesn't mean
you want them living in your yard, under your deck or inside your
hedge.  These animals carry parasites and diseases, can produce
offensive odors, leave smelly nests and droppings, damage gardens
and vegetation, injure or kill pets and, rarely, injure people.  

Since most of us want to enjoy wildlife but few of us want to worry
about it, here are some suggestions from the Pasadena Humane
Society that should help us all:
1.  Do not feed wildlife.   Pick up fruit that falls from trees, and
keep garbage cans closed.  In the long run, feeding wildlife does
more harm than good.  They will find adequate food without your
help.
2.  Do not leave pet food or water outside.  Even when you don't
intend to feed wildlife, leaving pet food outside (especially at
night) means you are probably feeding wildlife.
3.  Don't provide homes for wildlife.  Crawl spaces under decks
and homes should be closed or well screened.  Sheds and garages
should be closed, especially at night.  Wood and brush piles

should be promptly cleaned up, especially in the spring when
wildlife are looking for new homes.  

But what should you do if you have a problem already?  Perhaps
you see, or smell, skunks constantly at night.  What can you do?
First, remember that it is neither possible nor desirable to eradi-
cate wildlife from our neighborhood.  With that in mind, the best
way to control wildlife is to reduce the availability of food, water
and shelter.  If none of these are present on your property or that
of nearby neighbors then the skunks will go somewhere else.

Still, there may be times when you need to deal directly with nui-
sance wildlife.  The Pasadena Humane Society rents and sells
traps for your use, and they will pick up (and release live else-
where) animals trapped by you.  Traps and other pest control ser-
vices are also available from private businesses.  Please keep in
mind that if you don't eliminate the food, water and shelter avail-
able to wildlife in or near your property, trapping one animal just
leaves room for another to move in.

What about barking dogs?  Dogs should not bark continuously.
Most dog trainers maintain that a properly trained dog should
bark only on command or when it or its owner are threatened,
and that most other barking is a symptom of boredom, neglect,
abuse or illness.  According to Pasadena Municipal Code, barking
that disturbs the peace of the neighborhood constitutes a nui-
sance for which the owner is held responsible.

The Pasadena Humane Society will issue a notice to "abate the
barking" when an official complaint petition is signed by three
neighbors.  Further action by the Pasadena Humane Society and
the Pasadena Police Department is possible.  For more informa-
tion please contact the Pasadena Humane Society.

Our city is fortunate the have the services of the Pasadena
Humane Society.  (It is not a city agency.)  The Society offers
many programs and services beyond dealing with stray pets.  For
more information please visit their web site at http://www.phssp-
ca.org/main.shtml or call them at (626) 792-7151.
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repeatedly expressed in numerous public meet
ings during the past decade. It also fails to follow key elements of
the city’s General Plan, and the requirements and prohibitions of
the Arroyo Seco Ordinance. It constitutes a radical departure
from the City’s historic respect for and protection of the Arroyo
Seco.

CPAS asks that the City Council:

• Not certify the DMEIR because it is legally inadequate and
based on a deficient master plan;

• Not adopt the current ASMP since it does not reflect the
desires of citizens nor correspond to the General Plan and 
Guiding Principles of the City of Pasadena;

• Direct City Staff to re-write the ASMP to include the 
following objectives:

• Write it in a manner that makes it readable and 
understandable;

• Present each of the elements of the ASMP identically 
organized and consistently prepared in order to improve 
clarity; and

• Prepare all elements in conformance with CEQA guidelines.

CPAS asks that the City Staff:

• Emphasize habitat enhancement, restoration and preservation,
using appropriate native plant materials at all times;

• Focus on preserving the Arroyo Seco’s historic character 
and environment;

• Limit the objective in the DMEIR, "Update the Arroyo Seco 
Public Lands Ordinance", to incorporating the Hahamongna
Watershed Park into the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance; 

• Focus on the third objective in the DMEIR Section 2.1:
"Achieve restoration/conservation of the natural environment". 
This should also include restoration and preservation of open 
space and ongoing maintenance of the Arroyo; and

• Not include as a goal of the ASMP: "To provide new revenue 
generating park facilities".

• Set policy to guide preservation, conservation and recreation 
activities in the Arroyo.

CPAS Recommends:

• That all projects proposed for deferred maintenance and
improved safety be completed as quickly as possible. This applies
especially to the Central Arroyo, since projects developed by joint
efforts of city and stakeholders of the Central Arroyo were reflect-
ed in the CAMP. These projects are valuable, high-priority items
wholeheartedly endorsed by the public.

Citizens Await the City’s Response

The City originally established a 45-day time period for the pub-
lic to review and comment on the MEIR, but due to unprece-
dented community interest, the City eventually extended the
public comment period to September 16, 2002. Documents sub-
mitted by some community organizations are now available on-
line. The CPAS position paper and supporting exhibits are hosted
on the WPRA’s website at www.wpra.net on the "Neighborhood
Alert" page.  The Arroyo Seco Foundation’s website at
http://www.arroyoseco.org  is hosting documents from the Arroyo
Seco Foundation, CPAS, Pasadena Audubon Society, WPRA and
others. To view their outstanding CMEIR comments, click on
http://www.arroyoseco.org/DMEIRComments.htm.
Under CEQA, the Pasadena City Council cannot approve the
ASMP until City staff responds to all public comments and circu-
lates a final MEIR.  Staff estimates that it will take up to 90 days
for the City to prepare a final MEIR.  After the City releases the
final MEIR, there will be another round of public hearings by the
Recreation & Parks Commission before the MEIR goes to the City
Council.

In the meantime, the WPRA board will continue to monitor
Arroyo Seco issues through CPAS, and will inform residents when
the City releases its response to public comment.  If you want to
receive e-mail updates regarding the Arroyo Seco, send your e-
mail address to joan.hearst@wpra.net.

“NATURAL” ARROYO SECO: Continued from page 6

Endangered Lower Arroyo Wilderness Area

“Training with Daniel has been a great experience! He uses a combination of
weight training, stretching, aerobic conditioning, core strengthening, 
stability exercises and fine motor exercises...It’s a very good mix I would 
certainly recommend Daniel as a part of staying fit and as jolt to a tired 
exercise program” -Charles Conn III, Co-F ounder & Special Advisor to CitySearch

Your Fitness.

Improved.

Meet Dan.

Call for a free consultation.
Focal Point Fitness, Inc.

1143 So. Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena CA 91105
(626) 799-4FIT(4348) office (626) 676 4fit (4348) mobile

www.focalpointfit.com email: dhfarley@earthlink.net

Daniel Farley, C.S.C.S., Founder, has been an expert in the

field of exercise science for almost a decade. Daniel is a specialist in func-
tional training and human performance. He holds degrees in health
Education and Clinical Exercise Science from the University of Southern
California. He is a member and certified Health and Fitness Trainer with
ACE and a Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist (CSCS) with the
National Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA).
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The West Pasadena Residents’
Association is a non-profit public 

benfit corporation dedicated to informing
residents about current issues of interest
that may effect the architecture, history

and quality of life of west Pasadena,
including through presenting public 
discussion groups, forums, panels, 

lectures and newsletters.

All residents in the area bounded by
Fair Oaks Avenue and Colorado

Boulevard and the southern and western
city limits are eligible for membership.

WPRA publishes a quarterly newsletter
and holds public forums and other events
to keep its constituency informed on city

issues. It is operated by a Board of
Directors elected at an annual meeting. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Board of Directors, 

please contact the President, 
Vince Farhat, at (626) 441-1388 or

vince.farhat@wpra.net

The WPRA is interested in your veiws.
Please send your comments to

editor@wpra.net. Comments become the
property of the WPRA and if selected for

publication may be edited for length 
and clarity.p

pWHAT IS WPRA?

JJJJ aaaa nnnn uuuu aaaa rrrr yyyy     1111 ,,,,     2222 0000 0000 3333
RRRR oooo ssss eeee     PPPP aaaa rrrr aaaa dddd eeee     TTTT iiii cccc kkkk eeee tttt ssss

CCCC hhhh oooo iiii cccc eeee     PPPP oooo ssss iiii tttt iiii oooo nnnn
RRRR eeee gggg uuuu llll aaaa rrrr     RRRR eeee tttt aaaa iiii llll     PPPP rrrr iiii cccc eeee

Reserved: $80 per seat
Reserved: $20 per parking space

Location: South Side West Colorado Blvd.
Opposite Norton Simon Museum

Contact: Civic Leader W. Reid Allen, Jr.
Phone: 626-793-6953
Fax: 626-793-3411

P r o m o t e

Y o u r s e l f !

Do you have a business you’d like to

promote in our newsletter?

Our circulation reaches 4,800 

households in southwest Pasadena.

Call James Hawkes at
(323) 606-4079 for details.

o
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PP
asadena is embarking on a project of enormous financial
complexity.  It contains long-term implications for city resi-
dents, Arroyo Seco neighborhoods, a host of Arroyo Seco

and Brookside Park users -- and the very future of the Arroyo and
the Rose Bowl.

I refer, of course, to the Rose Bowl Operating Company’s effort to
attract an NFL team to the Rose Bowl as a major, long-term ten-
ant.  Stadium operations currently lose money and must rely on
Brookside Golf Course revenue to pay the bond debt incurred for
past improvements to the stadium.  

The Linda Vista/Annandale Association believes that 10 to 12
professional football games annually could jeopardize the quality of
life in Rose Bowl-adjacent neighborhoods and seriously impact
Brookside Park and other Arroyo parkland, the golf course, and
displace amateur soccer, baseball and a host of other recreation
users of the Arroyo.                  

Only stalwart and determined action by concerned citizens can
help bring needed mitigation if RBOC succeeds in its efforts.
Toward this end, I was recently authorized by the LVAA board of
directors to send a letter to Mayor Bill Bogaard and the City
Council requesting formation of an Advisory Committee to enable
stakeholders to participate early and regularly in important deci-
sions regarding an NFL/Rose Bowl franchise and related Arroyo
issues.   Committee members would include representatives from
neighborhood and environmental groups, as well as the RBOC,
the Public Works staff, the Police Dept., and the City Manager’s
and Mayor’s offices.  Other Arroyo Seco stakeholders might also be
included.

Giving urgency to this request was the City Council’s decision on
September 19 to authorize the hiring of business consultant John
Moag to guide the RBOC effort to negotiate a long-term NFL/Rose
Bowl contract (at least 15 years).

RBOC officials have already extended an offer to neighborhood
organizations to work together on certain issues, but their authori-
ty is limited to Rose Bowl operations. The community needs and
deserves a broader public forum, such as the Advisory Committee,
to make recommendations to City Council regarding such 
issues as:

m Compliance with all aspects of the Arroyo Seco Ordinance;
m Completion of an appropriate Master Plan and MEIR, in

compliance with CEQA;
m Assuring that Rose Bowl renovations are in compliance with

the Secretary of the Interior standards for structures with 
national historic designation;

m Protecting the right of free access for all public park users at 
all times;

m Addressing possible (and likely) NFL demands such as more
freeway ramps, additional access roads into the Arroyo, large
way-finding signage, additional all-weather paving, reducing or
rearranging the golf course, and permanent parking lot lights, to
name a few;

m Neighborhood concerns such as the need to enhance traffic and
street barrier controls, identify traffic and shuttle routes, control
amplified sound both inside and outside the stadium, limit all-
night stadium cleaning, improve regulations and policing to 
prevent "Coliseum blight" (e.g. renting residential driveways for
parking, street vendors and tailgating in neighborhoods, public
intoxication, etc.); 

m Assured source of funding for caretaking and maintenance to
prevent deterioration of the Arroyo from increased and 
excessive use.

Just as concerned organizations and individuals recently joined
together to demand a better Arroyo Seco Master Plan and EIR,
LVAA is equally determined to work for agreement on the utmost
mitigation in the Arroyo and adjacent neighborhoods, prior to an
NFL team coming to the Rose Bowl. 

LLLL VVVV AAAA AAAA     PPPP rrrr oooo pppp oooo ssss eeee ssss     AAAA dddd vvvv iiii ssss oooo rrrr yyyy

CCCCoooommmmmmmmiiiitttttttteeeeeeee    ttttoooo    WWWWoooorrrrkkkk    wwwwiiiitttthhhh    CCCCiiiittttyyyy,,,,

RRRRBBBBOOOOCCCC    oooonnnn    RRRRoooosssseeee    BBBBoooowwwwllll     NNNNFFFFLLLL    PPPPllllaaaannnn

by Norman Parker 
President of Linda Vista Annandale Association

GUEST COMMENTARY
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TT
he Vista del Arroyo project is an
important and much needed trans-
formation of one of Pasadena’s most

historic sites. Bounded by the Colorado
Street Bridge, the Western Justice Center,
Defender's Park and Arroyo Drive, the
Vista del Arroyo project will restore and
transform 3 acres of one of Pasadena's most
magnificent yet most neglected sites. 
It will restore and recreate eight Nationally
Registered historic bungalows designed
between 1920 and 1938 by luminous
Pasadena architects such as Sylvanus
Marston, Garrett van Pelt & Edgar
Maybury and Myron Hunt, that have been
vacated for over twenty years.
"The preservation of the bungalows is the
most hotly awaited preservation project in
Pasadena, as the  buildings have been total-
ly abandoned for twenty years," says
Elizabeth Moule, principal of Moule &
Polyzoides. 
Developed by Vista de La Puente Partners,
LLC and designed by Moule & Polyzoides,
Architects and Urbanists, the project pro-
poses to rehabilitate, restore, and recon-
struct the bungalows to their original con-
dition according to the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The
project will conserve the existing landscape
and enhance the place through rich planti-
ngs and gardens. 
Three new courtyard buildings of two and
three story configurations will be added to
the site, one facing South Grand Avenue
and two facing the grand views of the
Arroyo Seco. Parking for the project, will
be in three underground garages.

The Vista del Arroyo project will include
restoring and building approximately 30
units of housing. " We now have a great
opportunity to lead the effort to reclaim
this important part of Southern California’s
cultural heritage," says 

Stefanos Polyzoides, principal of Moule &
Polyzoides.
Moule & Polyzoides, Architects and
Urbanists, was founded to provide the
finest, most comprehensive and personal
architecture and urban design services
available. The firm has pioneered a new
approach to architecture and urbanism,
focusing on physically reconstructing the
American metropolis, rebuilding a sense of
community, and addressing the environ-
mental dilemmas of suburban sprawl. The
work is grounded in active social, environ-
mental and economic issues.
Currently, the schematic design drawings
are being reviewed by the State Historical
Preservation Office. Upon state approval of
the standards for preservation the project
will be submitted to the Pasadena Design
Review Board. Construction is planned to
commence approximately the first Quarter
of 2003 and will be complete by the first
Quarter of 2005.

For Information, please contact:
Kevin Joyce
Project Manager
Vista del Arroyo Bungalows
626-744-2720 TEL
626-284-5453 FAX
vista_bungalows@earthlink.net

1 One of the existing bungalows; 2  Veiw of
Colorado Bridge with one of the new courtyard
buildings; 3  Proposal for the historic bungalow
court; 4  View from grand Avenue looking
Northwest



TT
he Metro Gold Line is a significant
part of the region’s planned transit
projects contemplated in the 1980 and

1990 bond proposition acts, which were over-
whelmingly approved by voters. At  85% com-
plete, the Metro Gold Line will be turned over
to the MTA substantially completed next
February at which time the MTA will begin
prerevenue operations, with an opening in
July 2003.  The project is on budget. The
schedule, however, has slipped due to delays in
CPUC approvals but is expected to recover as
long as work continues at the current pace and
the weather holds out. Remember, this design
build contractor has a $3 million bonus to fin-
ish on schedule.  

The Metro Gold Line, with credit to the City, is the product of
decades of advocacy for this project, reflecting the parameters of
decades of previous design and engineering work at great expense
(over $200 million).  Other transit alternatives such as adding
buses almost create as many problems on crowed streets as they
would solve. Elevated structures would have caused blight, and sub-
ways were infeasible.  Today’s light rail shares many of the same
characteristics as its rubber tire cousin without the noise, fumes and
taking of lanes as buses with a much higher capacity and lower
operating cost. Pasadena is particularly fortunate that of its cross-
ings the right-of-way crosses only three public streets, Glenarm,
California and Del Mar. Roadway improvements including dedi-
cated turn lanes, street widening, and overall traffic signal syn-
chronization will serve to provide clarity and accommodate traffic
growth projections.

Trains will pass through in each direction about 200 times a day. In
comparison, the traffic signal at Del Mar and Arroyo, for example,
changes about 1000 times a day.  The City and Authority are shar-
ing the cost of installing a sophisticated  "Adaptive Traffic Control
System" which synchronies traffic signals at adjacent intersections,
cuing traffic further, allowing north and south bound traffic to flow
in tandem with the passing train. The result of this integrated sys-
tem is the ability to move more people and vehicles through this
corridor.

The train will operate at speeds in this South West corridor
between 20 and 45 miles per hour. The power is supplied via over-
head power source. The Metro is expected to transport up to 30,000
passengers daily. The PUC orders specific signaling devices at each
crossing, which flash lights, chime a bell and sound a horn device
aimed at the intersection.  The audible warring device will sound
about 45 seconds. The patterns and length of the horn sound will
be determined by the operator (MTA). 

The forecasted schedule for train testing puts two trains in South
Pasadena and Pasadena in testing beginning mid-October, with
delivery and testing of additional trains along the I-210 Freeway
and Los Angeles some time in November. Residents and stake-

holders will be invited to test the train as segments become opera-
tional for testing,  The WPRA will of course be invited to partici-
pate sometime in the fall. With construction winding down and
testing underway, we all will better understand the Metro system’s
integrated design which will improve the overall movement of res-
idents and commuters through this vital corridor. 
For more information, please contact the Authority, 626.403.5500
or consult the website: Metrogoldline.org.
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Sarkar
Family 
Childcare

Nothing is more IMPORTANT to me than your child
Your own neighborhood childcare facility

YEAR ROUND CHILD CARE
Ages 0-5 Years

Full and half-day program
Affordable yet more personalizied

West Pasadena resident for 30 years

Flexible hours 
6AM to 6PM

Monday - Friday

Limited space / First come first serve
For more imformation
Please call Aparna at

(323) 258-1734
License# 198007295

Getting to know and understand Metro Gold Line
By Habib Balian
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The following is a list of phone numbers and web-
site addresses to assist West Pasadena residents
in accessing City services.

Public Safety

Emergency  Services:  911 

Pasadena Police Department (non-emergency):
(626) 744-4241 or
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/police/.

Pasadena Fire Department (fire prevention ser-
vices):  (626) 744-4668 or
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/fire/stopfire.asp.

Water and Electric Service

Pasadena Water & Power:  (626) 744-4005 or
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/.

Gas Service

Southern California Gas Company:
(800) 427-2200.

Garbage and Recycling

The City of Pasadena's Division of Integrated
Waste Management is responsible for solid waste
collection and disposal from all residential proper-
ties within the City and competes with private
haulers for commercial collection services.  Phone:
(626) 744-4087.  Website:  http://www.ci.pasade-
na.ca.us/publicworks/smiwmII/default.asp.

Roadway Maintenance, Storm Drains,
Sewer and Street Cleaning

The City of Pasadena's Division of Street
Maintenance Management is responsible for patch-
ing all the streets and sidewalks throughout
Pasadena, the maintenance of both storm drain and

sewer systems, and sweeping of streets, including
the removal of heavy trash items left in the parkway
or areas on the streets or alleys.  
Phone:  (626) 744-4087.  
Website:  http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/public-
works/smiwmII/street_maint.asp.

Code Enforcement

The City of Pasadena's Inspection Services Division
maintains and improves the City's housing stock
and neighborhoods through development of ordi-
nances, enforcement of the City's Zoning, Housing
and Environmental Health Codes, Graffiti Removal,
and the Maintenance Assistance and Services to
Homeowners program (MASH).  To report a possi-
ble code violation, call (626) 744-4633 or you may
submit your formal complaint using the City's Online
Code Complaint Form.  Be prepared to provide the
following information: the exact address of the sus-
pected violation; specific details of the complaint;
your name; and your daytime telephone number.
Website:
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/insp/
homeinsp.asp.

Shopping Cart Removal

To report abandoned shopping carts, call the
Shopping Cart Retrieval Corporation at 
(626) 744-8CAR.

Graffiti Removal

To report graffiti on public property, call the City of
Pasadena’s "graffiti hotline" at (626) 797-9045.

City News and Events

For the latest news of upcoming events in
Pasadena, please contact the City of Pasadena’s
Office of Public Affairs at (626) 744-4755 or
www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publicaffairs/citynews.asp.

COMMUNITY SERVICE CONTACTS
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JOIN THE WPRA TODAY
Over the past year, the WPRA has followed many important issues such as the proposed development
of the Ambassador College property, traff ic mitigation measures to remove commuter traff ic from 
residential streets, and the  Arroyo Seco Master Plan. But keeping you informed on these key issues
took time and money. While our board members happily donate their time, we do need funds for our
Newsletter, mailings and forums. All membership dues are tax-deductible, and donations of $75 or
more are acknowledged in the Newsletter. So, please take a moment to complete this form and mail it
with your check today!

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone _(______)___________________________ E-Mail ______________________________________

c Associate $25-$49 c Patron $75-$99 c Neighborhood Protection Fund

c Friend $50-$74 c Benefactor $100-$249 c Platinum $250 or more
Please mail to: West Pasadena Residents’ Association, Post Office Box 50252, Pasadena California  91115

"

TT
his was an exceptionally
busy Summer for the West
Pasadena Residents’

Association.  We participated
extensively in the public review
process for the Arroyo Seco
Master Environmental Impact
Report (MEIR), and continued to
work with the Worldwide Church
of God to monitor the progress of
the Church’s proposed develop-
ment of the former Ambassador
College  property.

"Arroyo Overdrive"

The City of Pasadena formally released the MEIR in May, and the
time for members of the public to comment on the MEIR closed on
September 16.  The WPRA board of directors formed a special
committee to review and comment on the MEIR.  WPRA board
member Richard Davis chaired our Arroyo Seco committee, which
included Joan Hearst, Cheryl Auger, Mike Vogler, Dorothy Lindsey
and Pat Shanks.  Richard did a fantastic job of organizing our com-
mittee and representing the WPRA at numerous meetings of the
City’s Recreation & Parks Commission.

During the course of our committee’s review of the MEIR, the
WPRA also decided to join together with other neighborhood
associations and community organizations to form the Coalition to
Protect the Arroyo Seco ("CPAS").  WPRA board member Joan
Hearst worked tirelessly with other CPAS members to compile
over 118 pages of comments to the MEIR.  Perhaps more than any-
one else, Joan deserves our special recognition and thanks for her
seemingly-limitless energy and devotion to the cause of preserving
and protecting the Arroyo Seco.  Thank you, Joan!

The MEIR inspired an unprecedented outpouring of public partic-
ipation and comment.  I am very proud of the role the WPRA
played in the public review process, and wish to thank our out-
standing committee for their dedication and hard work.  Thanks to
them, the WPRA was in true "Arroyo Overdrive" this Summer!

40 Years of Service

The West Pasadena Residents’ Association is celebrating its 40th
birthday this year.  Founded in 1962 in response to plans to build
high-rise buildings in West Pasadena, the WPRA continues to
monitor issues that impact our neighborhoods, inform West
Pasadena residents about these issues though our Newsletter, and
advocate on behalf of our neighborhoods.  The WPRA’s mission is
the same today as it was 40 years ago:  We are committed to main-
taining the character and beauty of West Pasadena for all residents
to enjoy.  To coin a phrase, we want to leave a "Legacy" for future
generations—a Legacy of beautiful trees and a re-naturalized
Arroyo Seco, and a Legacy of future development that fits the
character and beauty of West Pasadena.

More than anything else, the City of Pasadena is defined by the
quality of life in our neighborhoods.  As residents of West
Pasadena, we are truly fortunate to live in one of the most beauti-
ful and unique areas of Southern California.  If you haven’t already
done so, I hope you will take a moment to renew your WPRA
membership for 2002. Your past donations have allowed us to do so
much, and we are truly grateful for your generous support.  Your
tax-deductible gift will make a big difference in our efforts to pre-
serve the quality of life in our neighborhoods.

I hope you enjoy this issue of our Newsletter. 
Thank you for supporting the WPRA!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Vince Farhat
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ML Abundus-Maher & Paul Maher
Robert Anderson
Jane Applegarth
Cheryl Auger & Chris Peck
Randolph Auzeson
David Bailey
Elizabeth Baker
Andrea & Habib Balian
William J. Barney
Sally Barngrove
G. Sydney Barton
Judith & Dwight Baum
Susan & William Bauman
Mr. & Mrs. John Bell
Debbie & David Bensinger
Vera Benson
Cecily Betz & Robert Nini
Boni & Charles Blalack
Claire & Bill Bogaard
Cardin & Robert Bradley
Claire & Brad Brian
Elizabeth & Frank Brooks
Patricia & John Bucklin
Patricia Callan
Blaine Cavena
Whitney Chandler
Anthony Christopolous
Paulette & Christopher Chulak
Angelica & Dave Clark
Susan & David Codiga
Michael J. Connell
Robert H. Cooke
George Corey & Eugene Schleuter
J.K. Crowell
M.A. Cunningham
Dorothy & Wilbur Currier
M'Liss & David Dario
George de Cervantes
Sharon & Rick Deherder
John & Elena DeMarco
Lori & Kirk Dillman
Nora Donnelly
Kathryn & Mike Donscheski
H.W. Dougherty
Jill & John Doyle
Jeffrey Dvorak
Janet & Stephen Elkins
Patricia & Thomas Ellison
Bruce Ezerski
Raymond Fahn
David Farah & Stuart Landau

Terrie & Michael Farrand
Mitsuko & David Felton
James Fielding
Robert Fitzgerald
Bunny & Clarence Flemming
Clifford Ford
Elizabeth Francis & Loucks Samson
Merril Francis
Mary Alice & Richard Frank
Karol & Edward Franks
Mary & C.R. Freeark
Sally Ann Freidman
Careen & Robert Friedland
Julius Friedman
James Fullerton
Katherine Gable
Tracy & Robert Gaestel
Lisa Galloway & Geoffrey Baum
Priscilla & James Gamb
Helen & James Gamble
Penny & George Geis
Thomas Gertmenian
Robert Gillespie
Richard Gilman
Karlene Goller
Nina & Edward Gomez
James Gordon
Virginia Graff
Peggy & Donald Grannis
Leslie Clarke Gray
Arno Grether
Susan Haffley & Kenneth Fails
Larry Hall
Richard Hambleton
Mic Hansen & Len Evans
Teresa & James Hart
Mark D. Hassan
Thomas Hays
Donna & William Hayward
Hecht Associates
Jeannette & Joseph Herron
Lois & Jonel Hill
Hillsides
Marian & Thomas Hirsch
Priscilla & Gary Hoeker
Judge William Hogoboom
Connie Holguin & Steve Madison
Laja Holland
Susan & Philip Holmes
Linda & Ralph Hubbard
McLellan Hunter

Priscilla & Christopher Jenkins
Paul Jennings
Jean Johnson
Susan & Edgar Johnson
Kelly Jones & Michael Murray
Janet & Michael Kadin
Sandra & E. John Kinas
Janet Kobrin
Ann & Robert Kotz
Susan Kranwinkle
Sidney & H. Kunitake
Grace & Albert Lee
Brenda & Kevin Lima
Joanne & Ethan Lipsig
Yvonne Llewellyn
Patricia & John Locke
Mary & Jack Loos
Ludlam, James
Thelma & C.J. MacGregor
Alexander Mallace
Maria & Sandy Mallace
Marvine & Robert Malouf
Marlow & Herrod Marrs
Ilene & Howard Marshal
Virginia Martens
Robert Mase
Arlet & Nishan Matossian
Laura Matz
Gordon McDonnell
Philomena & Delford McGee
Adolfo Mendez
Carolyn & Charles Miller
Terri & Troy Miller
Eudorah Moore
Elizabeth Moule & Stephanos Polyzoides
Martha & Andrew Nasser
Charmean & Robert Neithart
Jessica Niblo
Sue Ellen North
Michael Nyeholt
Susan & Michael Obarski
Jane & Gordon Odell
Juanita & Ramon O'Marah
Marjorie & Cornelius Pings
Richard Polsby
Sandra & Denis Portraro
Dean Price
Joan & Charles Prichard
Diana Raney
Alexandra Reeves
Shelly & Robert Reisch

Mary Dee & David Romney
Catharine & Emrys Ross
George Rossman
Thelma & John Rotonde
Harold Sadring
Arthur J.R. Schneider
Esther & Richard Schuster
Joan & Myrl Scott
Leonard Searle
Donna & Gerald Secundy
Catherine & Ender Sezgin
The Shakespeare Club
Lynn Shapiro
Jil & Joel Sheldon
James Shoch
Elizabeth Smalley & Garth Gilpin
Luchus Paul Smith, Jr.
Phillip Sotel
Cynthia Sherman & John Stipanov
Edmund Sutro
Dawn & Frank Suttle
Patricia Sutton
Charlene & William Talbot
Eldon Teper
Joan Terry
Sharilyn & Robert Thorell
Caatherine & Paul Tosetti
Virginia & Thomas Trowbridge
Albert Tucker
Joann, Turovsky
Charles Urtuzuastegui
Andrea & John Van de Kamp
Wendy & Michael Vogler
Callae Walcott & Ed Rounds
Timothy H. Walker
Dr. Nancy Warner
Pamela & Fred Wasson
Russell White
Lucinda Whitney
Anne O'Melveny Wilson
Katherine & Warren Wimmer
Robert Winter
Rebecca & William Woods
Catherine & Robert Woolway
Frances & Amnon Yariv
Leslie & Robert Zasa
Laurie & Dale Zeh
Minerva Zermeno & Enrique Romero

B E N E F A C T O R S  

P A T R O N S  

Thank You
We appreciate the above and beyond financial support of our Donors for 2002. With these contributions, the WPRA can continue to print our newslet-

ters and provide public forums to discuss the issues that affect our neighborhood. A great deal of thanks go to these generous donors: (as of 9/ 30 /2002)

Paul Allen
Barbara & John Anglin
Souha & Georges Attar
Alan Bair
Sandra & Peter Bane
Carter Barber
Lauren & Phil Bard
Cynthia Bennett
Cynthia & John Benton
Joan & Gerald Bergman
Cornelia & William Bloomer
Lisa & Matthew Bogaard
John Bowmer
Ursula & Lorne Browne
Dolores Diaz Carrey
Joan & Robert Cathcart
Cynthia & Samuel Coleman
Lilith Cool
John & Pamela Craig
Nick Danilov
Kathryn & George Dawley
Gay & Time Degani

Diane & Patrick Dixon
Eartha & Anthony Dmohowski
Kathryn Ferguson
Jean & D.B. Freshwater
Robert Fuller
Katherine Gabel
Donald Garrett
Nina & Edward Gomez
Betty Gorman
Edwin Gould
John Greer Jr.
Lori Gross
Karen & James Gruettner
Vincent Guinian
Sandra & Renat Halili
Donna & William Hayward
Christine & Curtis Hessler
Jimmy Holder
Jeannette & Calvin Hollis
Jean Johnson
Janet & Michael Kadin
Sharon & Michael Kelley

Hamilton Morgan Kelly
Frederick Keyes
Susan Deene Kinney
Pauline Ledeen
Sarah Marble Lewis
John Lindsey
Angelina & Carl LoCasico
David Magnuson & Jim Fielding
Scott Mangan
Lori & Phillip Matthews
Dorothy Matthieson
Christine McCarthy
Nancy & William McDonald
Judith & Paul McReady
Marcia & Melvin Means
Adolpho Mendez
Ariel & Lita Minquez
Inez O'Connor Hohan
George Penner
Marcea & Wayne Peterson
Rebecca & Fred Potter
Peter Riddall

Denise & Martin Riley
Karen Rinehart
Eugenia Riordan
Steven Rodriguez
Peter & Sylvia Rosich 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Schiff
Teri Schwartz
Linda & John Seiter
Carol Siegel
Barbara Kay & John Stocky
Alice Taylor
Vincent Telling
McKee Ullman
Mary Jan & William Urban
Andrea & John Van de Kamp
Robin & James Walther
James Watterson
Sally K. Wenzlau
Betsy & Bruce Whitmore
Bennett Wong
Linda Zinn & Richard Davis

P L A T I N U M  D O N O R S  
Mark Beck
Norma & Gary Cowles
Patricia & Guss Crowe
Robert Deblasis 
Elizabeth & Vince Farhat
C.E. & C.Z. Foster
Dana & Jim Hartfield

Laurie Hunter
Mary Grace Kaufman
Robert Kuhn
Harvey Lenkin
Dorothy Lindsey
Patricia & John Martin
Carolyn & Charles Miller

Carolyn & John Naber
Virginia & Eugene Noll
Orange Grove Council
Smooch Reynolds
Georgia Ridder
Anne & James Rothenberg
Dorothy McCay Scully

Patricia Shanks
Boyd Smith
Virginia & Richard Stever
Callae Walcott & Ed Rounds
John W. Walsh
Michael Whalen
Fred Zepeda
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2002 - 2003 WPRA BOARD MEMBERS

OFFICERS:
President: Vince Farhat (626) 441-1388
1st Vice President: Charles “Kicker” McKenney (626) 449-4168
2nd Vice President: James Hawkes (323) 606-4079
Secretary: Joan Hearst (626) 796-4057
Treasurer: Dorothy Lindsey (323) 256-4970
Immediate Past President Carolyn Naber (626) 795-7675

BOARD MEMBERS:

For more information about our committees, please contact:

Newsletter: James Hawkes    (323) 606-4079

Newsletter
Advertising: James Hawkes         (323) 606-4079

Traffic: Lorna Moore (626) 437-4713

West Gateway: Leslie Clarke Gray (626) 799-1153x244

Rose Bowl
& Arroyo: Joan Hearst (626) 796-4057

The West Pasadena Residents’ Association
is a Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation.

Save the Date!
The Worldwide Church of God will host an Ambassador Project open house

on Wednesday, October 30 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the
Ambassador Campus Administration Building located at 300 West Green

Street. For more information, please call (626) 304-6180.

Cheryl Auger
Geoffrey Baum
Blaine Cavena
Richard Davis
Leslie Clarke Gray
Judith Klump

John Martin
Richard McDonald
Lorna Moore
Marilyn Randolph
David Romney
Mary Dee Romney

Harold Sadring
Patricia Shanks
Priscilla Taylor
John Van de Kamp
Michael Vogler
Fred Zepeda


